
Parents interested in providing input into the performance 
evaluations of Park Springs’ instructional and/or 

administrative evaluations may contact our office at (754) 
322-7750 by April 8th, 2022.

Important Dates
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From the Desk of the Principal

October 25th- November 5th – APEX
October 28th- Read for the Record Day

October 29th- PAW Store Q1
November 1st- Family Night @ Huey Magoo’s 5pm-9pm

November 2nd- SAC Meeting @ 2PM & SEL Family Night @ 6:15PM
November 11th- No School 

November 12th- Report Cards Issued
November 19th- Interim Reports Issued  

November 22nd-26th- Thanksgiving Break
December 7th- SAC Meeting @ 2PM

December 16th- Class Pictures
December 17th- Pajama Day! 

December 20th- 31st- Winter Break
January 10th- Early Release Day Dismissal @ 11:45AM

January 11th- No School

Welcome to the Second Quarter. We are off to a 
great start at Park Springs. We want to thank 
you for your support. We are so excited to have 
our campus full of students. We want to thank 
our families for their help in the carline. We move 
efficiently when all cars move all the way up and 
move swiftly.

We are looking forward to celebrating our 
Veterans in November. Student Council is working 
hard to prepare an assembly to honor these 
heroes. Thank you to all that have served.

Please take time to review your child's quarter 
one report card. It is a wonderful time to discuss 
goals for the second quarter. Please praise their 
success and give feedback on what they can do to 
improve. We all have room for growth and goal 
setting is a wonderful way for our children to 
soar. We appreciate your partnership.

Proud to be your Principal, 
Ms. Hanson

Be sure to follow our Principal 
and Assistant Principal on 

Twitter. 

@principalpse

@PSE_AP



News from the Office

Code of Conduct 
Please fill out the Back to School Online 
forms and email the confirmation page 
to your child’s teacher. You can access 
the forms at the website below. Over 
200 students do not have a completed 

form. 
https://www.browardschools.

com/Page/38091

Families please 
adhere to the Daily 

COVID Health 
Screener. 

Kid of Character Drop Off Policy 

We will accept items up to 8:30AM daily. 
Items include lunches, water bottles, 

snacks, projects, homework, etc. 

These are the monthly character traits 
the school focuses on throughout the 

year. 

https://www.browardschools.com/Page/38091


Pre-K
The Pre-K AM/PM Class hosted the Fire Truck visit by the Coral Springs 
Fire Department! Our Pre-K and Special Program classes were invited to 
experience a sensory friendly fire truck experience! We are also excited 
about our upcoming Read for the Record event with guest readers and a 
Pre-K patchwork dragon project to celebrate "Amy Wu and the 
Patchwork Dragon" by Kat Zhang. Mrs. Gavagni is also leading some 
upcoming events for Inclusive Schools Week in December for parents and 
students to participate in.

Pre-K is continuing to make learning fun by incorporating hands-on 
activities to promote the identification of letters and their sounds, 
counting using one to one correspondence, creating and extending 
patterns and learning new “WOW” words and their meanings through the 
DiG Curriculum. Pre-K teachers are excited to implement Conscious 
Discipline into each diverse Pre-K classroom! Conscious Discipline is a 
system utilizing daily events to nurture emotional intelligence through a 
self-regulation program which integrates social-emotional learning and 
discipline throughout all aspects of our Pre-K day. Pre-K teachers are 
tying Conscious Discipline into our curriculum to maximize connection, 
attunement, cooperation, one-on-one time, social play, and the reduction 
of power struggles with our students. We are so excited for this amazing 
resource and can’t wait to share the many implementations we’ll 
integrate into our curriculum throughout the year! 



News from 
Kindergarten- 1st

Our kindergartners are settling into their classroom 
routines and becoming independent learners. They are 
gaining a feeling of self-worth and confidence as they feel 
part of their kindergarten learning community. A great 
deal of time will be spent on word awareness in both reading 
and writing of sentences. Math will move forward into our 
numbers through 20 and addition through 10. Most of these 
skills will be integrated with their Social Sciences. American 
history will include the importance of celebrations, national 
holidays, and our nation’s heritage. We will also compare our 
nation’s holidays with holidays of other cultures as we 
travel around the globe which will bring in some 
Geography. Civics and Government will include 
understanding the purpose and necessity of rules and laws 
in our community. The children will be using the practice of 
science as they learn all about matter and its 
properties. The second quarter of kindergarten always has 
a huge learning growth spurt for our youngest 
learners. Wishing all our families a joyous holiday season and 
happy new year!

Kindergarten 

1st Grade 
As we begin our second quarter of first grade, we are very 
proud of the students and how they are adjusting to the 
routines of first grade. In English Language Arts (ELA), we will 
continue to learn new phonics rules, high frequency words, and 
vocabulary words to help improve reading accuracy and 
f luency. We will also focus on reading comprehension skills. 
Please continue reading daily at home. In math, we are 
continuing to focus on addition and subtraction concepts. The 
children are learning different strategies to help them become 
f luent with the basic facts. Independent practice at home will 
help. In science, we will be making observations that plants and 
animals closely resemble their parents. We will also recognize 
that all plants and animals, including humans, need the basic 
necessities of air, water, food, and space. In social studies, we 
will continue learning about responsible citizenship in the school 
community. We will learn about our nation’s celebrations, 
national holidays, and symbols. We will also continue to help our 
students practice mindfulness – being focused in the moment, 
and being aware of their thoughts, feelings, and actions. We 
are looking forward to a busy and productive second quarter!

Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Special Programs  

Panther Pal training for our fourth and fifth 
graders will begin the end of November. We 
are excited for our students to be paired up 
and develop lasting friendships.



News from 2nd - 3rd

It has been a great first quarter in 2nd grade 
and we are off and running! We are excited 
about all the new skills that our students will 
be learning in the second quarter. In math, 
students will be learning double-digit addition 
and subtraction, with and without 
regrouping. Students will be asked to read with 
more challenging passages that require more in 
depth and higher order thinking. It will also help 
to strengthen their comprehension skills. In 
science, we are going to be learning about 
rocks & soil and in social studies we will learn 
about Native Americans, citizenship and 
government. We look forward to these exciting 
challenges and seeing our students' growth. As 
always, if you have concerns or questions, 
please contact your child's teacher.

2nd Grade 

We are excited for the second quarter in third grade. We 
will continue to teach Informational and Literature 
Standards in Reading. It is important for students to 
read both fiction and non-fiction when they read for 
pleasure. Students should be engaging with the text and 
annotating as they are reading. This quarter we begin 
speedy math. All students should be reviewing 
multiplication facts daily. In science this quarter, we will 
learn about matter, light & heat and energy. In social 
studies we will learn about maps. We look forward to a 
great quarter of learning!

3rd Grade 

Individuals with disabilities requesting accommodations under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008, (ADAAA) 

may call Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance 
Department at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158. 



News from 4th – 5th

The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any 
policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis 
of age, color, disability, gender identity, gender expression, 
genetic information, marital status, national origin, race, 
religion, sex, or sexual orientation. The School Board also 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated 
youth groups. Individuals who wish to file a discrimination 
and/or harassment complaint may call the Director, Equal 
Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department & 
District’s Equity Coordinator/Title IX Coordinator at 754-321-
2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158. 

Wow! Quarter 2 already! Fourth grade has been very busy 
diving into curriculum and also Social Emotional Learning. 
Not only do we have a new reading series called Benchmark 
Advance but we are also incorporating our Ready reading to 
make sure we hit our reading standards. In math, we began 
with geometry so that the students would get double dosed 
in the most difficult topic of the year and also the one they 
missed due to COVID. Every morning we are working on 
morning meeting with the use of topics and discussion, 
videos, and books to provide emotional support to our 4th 
graders. This is a great chance for them to discuss what 
they are feeling and to learn new tips and tricks when 
dealing with their feelings. This quarter is always very busy 
with the upcoming holidays, conferences, and various other 
things happening, so make sure to stay up to date from 
your child's teacher. Remember IREADY Is part of your 
child's homework, so please make sure your child is 
completing it! 🙂

4th Grade 

Our Fifth graders are ready to blast off into the 
second quarter! We are looking forward to some fun 
Fall and Winter activities. In reading we will continue 
to improve our comprehension skills with more 
rigorous texts and questions. In math, we are 
finishing up decimals and moving on to division. 
Remember to master those multiplication facts! We 
will be using many experiments and hands on 
activities to learn about chemical and physical 
changes, energy, and mixtures in science. In social 
studies, students will be researching how explorers 
impacted Native Americans and how the first 
colonies in America began. Lastly, we are fine tuning 
our writing skills with siting evidence and 
elaborating. The students are working very hard 
towards success! Our 5th Graders are OUT OF THIS 
WORLD!

5th Grade 



Happy Fall from the art room! The artists have learned the routines of our studio space and are enjoying creating 
their art. All grades just wrapped up their Hispanic Heritage projects and they enjoyed creating art inspired by both 
traditional and contemporary Latinx artists. This project was our first comprehensive unit which extended over 4 
weeks and allowed us to take a meaningful look at the art we were learning about. These larger art projects will 
become part of their art portfolio and will not come home right away.

Kindergarten and 1st graders focused on the element of line and were inspired by the beauty of Mexican Sarapes. They 
have created their own paper versions of these stunning textiles. 
2nd and 3rd graders focused on the element of shape and the principle of symmetry to create butterf lies inspired by 
contemporary Mexican artist Lourdes Villagomez.
4th and 5th graders focused on proportion and composition to create paintings inspired by contemporary Mexican 
ceramic artist Christina Erives.

As we move into Quarter 2 we will continue to focus on process over product and we will spend some time 
experimenting with technique and materials. Kindergarten and 1st grade will begin a unit on sculpture, and 2nd thru 
5th grade will begin a unit on portraits. So excited to create with these amazing artists.
The art room is always accepting donations of wipes, hand sanitizer, and sticky notes. We use these daily in the art 
room. HUGS!

Art

Grades K-2

We are continuing to work on Body and Spatial Awareness in these grade levels. Discussing body parts and how our body 
moves. Performing various locomotor skills in space while keeping body in personal space. The weather continues to be 
extremely hot so no running is done and students are encouraged to hydrate and take breaks as needed.
We will also use f lags for f lag tag games of chasing, f leeing and dodging. We will then move into dribbling skills and 
basketball basics. Dribbling in personal space, partner passing and basic shooting skills.

Grades 3-5

We will continue to work on throwing, catching and dodging skills while we wait for the weather to cool down.
Then we will introduce football f lags and f lag games with teams chasing, f lag pulling and dodging. Students make 
decisions on who plays what position and the best strategy to help the team win. We will then move into basketball skills 
with shooting, passing and dribbling skills involved with basketball. Students who are interested in basketball are 
encouraged to check with the Coral Springs Gym to find out about leagues for boys and girls starting in the Winter.

E-mail is the best way to contact me at: dana.champa@browardschools.com

P.E.



Media
Media Center has been a rock'in busy place! We had our fall book fair and all of our students had a great 
time shopping for books! Thanks to our families and staff who shopped and supported our fair, we went above 
and beyond our goal. We sold over $17,000 in books. Thank you to all the awesome volunteers who came out to 
help our little shoppers make good fit choices, setting up, taking down the fair, keeping the fair organized and 
well stocked. You made it all possible. Save the date: We love books book fair will be in February.

Students have been learning about book care, library care and how to use a shelf marker. Grades 4-5 have 
started to borrow media books. K-3 will be starting soon. Please remind your child about proper book care, to 
always keep their library books in their backpack and to return their books to the media center when due.

All students who owe a book to the media center or another BCPS school need to clear their account to be 
able to check out a book. You can replace the book with another copy of the exact title or pay the obligation. 
All obligations are paid online at: estore.browardschools.com click on the obligations tab, login or create an 
account for your student. You will need their student id number. Cash is not accepted at PSE for lost books.

As we move through quarter 2, primary students will be learning the parts of a book, how books are 
organized on the shelves and fiction vs non-fiction. Intermediate students will continue to learn about the 
many genres of books and how to identify them.

Reading Across Broward is a BCPS program that promotes and encourages reading in all our students. Park 
Springs participates in the program every year and all students who participate receive a certificate. This
year Broward has changed the program from number of books read to minutes read.

Parents and students can record the minutes on Beanstack which is an app on each student's clever 
dashboard, or they can use the Reading Across Broward forms. The form is included with the newsletter. The 
last day to submit a form to Mrs. Jimenez is April 6th. No late forms will be accepted.

PSE will be having ELOP in the second semester. We will only have 5 clubs offered. More information will be 
coming home soon.



Music
Throughout the second quarter, all students shall continue 
learning age-appropriate songs and dances. In the primary 
grades (K-2), students shall continue working with body 
percussion and some percussion instruments. They shall also 
begin learning about instruments from the string family. 
Students in the intermediate grades (3- 5) shall be 
learning/reviewing reading rhythmic notation and be able to 
play a variety of percussion instruments as they explore 
musical elements such as rhythm, dynamics and tempo. In 
early December, these older students shall have an 
opportunity to perform in-class “musical” presentations such 
as singing, dancing, or playing instruments either as a solo 
performer or as part of a small group.



Spanish (Grades K-2) 
We had a great first quarter in Spanish class as we became familiar with what to say when we 
meet-Nos conocemos.

Students learned how to greet their friends in Spanish and how to introduce themselves. They also 
learned the names of our family members. Learning the sounds of the vowels and Spanish words 
that start with ‘a, e, i, o, and u’ was great fun as we sang songs to help us remember those letters 
and words.

First and second grade just recently learned how to use correct punctuation and practiced the 
basic rules when writing Spanish sentences. They also learned the correct way to write an 
email. Second grade students were able to practice with each other some basic sentences of 
introductions and greetings. 

Students also enjoyed learning about other countries that speak Spanish.

Kindergarten learned all about Honduras: culture, food, people, traditions, places to visit, music and 
dances from there.

First and second grade learned about Mexico: history, places to visit, dances, music, food, and they 
loved learning about the pyramids.

This quarter will be just as exciting as students will learn about things around them and how we 
live-Como vivimos.

We will focus on naming our clothes in Spanish and the colors. We will learn the names of the rooms 
around our house or apartment and about our community and what can be found around our 
community. Students will like the lessons about the food we eat and about the workers around our 
community.

The countries we will focus on this quarter will be:

Kindergarten – We will learn about Peru: Machu Pichu, the animals, clothes, volcanoes, the food, 
the music and dances.

First grade – We will learn about Nicaragua: the clothes, food, music and the schools there.

Second grade – We will learn about Bolivia and identify and compare clothing, homes, and services in 
communities in Bolivia with those in our own community.

WOW! What a great year we are having learning Spanish!



Technology (Grades 3-5) 
What a great start in Technology Class!

Third grade students are practicing keyboarding skills and the location of the letters, numbers and 
symbols on the keyboard. We are using programs like typing.com, Nearpod collaborative lessons, and 
arcademic game challenges. Students have also learned some basic vocabulary words for computers 
and computer programming. They are learning some basic troubleshooting skills. 

This quarter, we will continue to work on our keyboarding skills. I will introduce coding and students 
will learn about algorithms. We will learn about coffeescript and code on Code Monkey. I will also 
teach students how to use search engines to find answers to some fun facts. Students will continue 
to learn some facts about the development and history of computer and computer programming.

Our fourth and fifth grade students have been working on their math, spelling, language arts and 
typing skills through arcademic game challenges. Students have also been working on finding the 
answers to some fun facts and interesting topics by using their search engines and learning how to 
type some key words when searching the network. Students have been working on computer care 
and netiquette do’s and don’ts. Students really enjoy using some software programs and sites to 
work on art, music, typing and coding as they create some fantastic projects that we get to share 
in class. Students learned about the coding program called coffeescript and how it is used in coding, 
Code Monkey. Finally, 4th and 5th graders have learned about the history of computer programming 
and have learned some great terms used in the world of technology.

This quarter, fourth and fifth grade students will learn how to use word processing and create 
their own story and share with the class. Students will also learn how to use PowerPoint and create 
a presentation. Students will learn how technology is changing society and they will become familiar 
with some career options in areas such as communications, transportation and the economy. We 
will continue working on our reading and math skills through arcademic assignments and 
challenging games. We will also continue working on our coding skills through code.org and scratch.

Technology is so much fun!



News from Clubs

Environmental Club 
Environmental Club is already working at making an impact at 
Park Springs and our surrounding community this year. This 
month, Environmental Club setup the school Tower Garden to get 
it ready for our seeds to grow common mint and sorbet violas. 
During the upcoming months students will continue to work on 
various projects on campus. Please direct any questions to Ms. 
Hansen (mia.hansen@browardschools.com) and Mrs. Abatecola
(ariel.abatecola@browardschools.com).

The Park Springs Panther Bots Robotics Team has 
begun training and preparing for competition. The team is 
currently designing and building three robots. The team 
competes using VEX IQ which is a snap-together robotics 
system. The competition for this year is called VEX IQ 
Challenge Pitching In. It is played on a 6’ x 8’ rectangular 
field. Two robots, from different schools, will compete 
together in a 60 second Teamwork Challenge to 
collaboratively score points. Students apply STEM concepts 
and learn teamwork, leadership, and communications, and 
much more. If you have any questions, please contact Ms. 
Mia Hansen, mia.hansen@browardschools.com or Mr. Nolan 
VanderHaagen nolan.vanderhaagen@browardschools.com.

Robotics Club 

Student Council

Debate Club for the 2021-2022 school year is off and 
running! All of the students have been chosen to 
compete and are currently meeting on Wednesday 
mornings at 7:00 in Ms. Milano's room (409). We are 
all excited about the first competition coming up on 
December 2nd and will be well prepared to do our 
best! I f you can, come out and support PSE's Debate 
Club at Dillard High School!

Debate Club 

Student Council has officially commenced with 3rd, 4th, and 
5th graders electing a 2021-2022 board and 4thand 5th graders 
also electing representatives. We are currently learning 
about official meeting procedures and what it means to 
represent the PSE student body. Our first event will be a 
Veteran’s Day celebration, honoring local and PSE community 
Veterans, together with our PTO. 


